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preserving national unity, I propose to give your
Government complete support in the vigorous prose-
cution of the war; but unity without action is
nothing but futile carnage, and I cannot be respon-
sible for that. Vigour and vision are the supreme
need of this hour.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) D. LLOYD GEORGE.

10 DOWNING STREET, S.W.
December 5th, 1916.

Private

MY DEAR LLOYD GEOKGB,

I need not tell you that I have read your
letter of to-day with much regret.

I do not comment upon it for the moment, except
to say that I cannot wholly accept your account of
what passed between us in regard to my connection
with the War Committee.

In particular, you have omitted to quote the first
and most material part of my letter of yesterday.
Yours very sincerely,

(Sd.) H, H. ASQOTTH.

In the meantime, I feel sure that you will see the
obvious necessity, in the public interest, of not pub-
lishing, at this moment, any part of our correspon-
dence.

WAR OFFICE, S.W.
December 6th, 1916.
MY DEAR PRIME MINISTER,
1 cannot announce my resignation without
assigning the reason. Your request that I should
not publish the correspondence that led up to and
necessitated it places me therefore in an embarrassing